Childhood cancer incidence and trends in Minnesota, 1988-1994.
Childhood cancer incidence patterns for Minnesota, obtained from the Minnesota Cancer Surveillance System, were compared with national rates as well as with historic data from eight Minnesota counties. In total, 1,140 neoplasms were diagnosed in children (ages 0 to 14) between 1988 and 1994. Leukemias were the most common diagnosis for boys (30.3%) and girls (29.6%), followed by central nervous system tumors. The average annual age-adjusted incidence rates for all cancer sites were 167.2 and 136.2 per million for boys and girls, respectively. These rates were somewhat higher than national rates. In particular, the incidence rate for astrocytoma in boys was significantly elevated. Childhood cancer incidence, particularly brain tumors, has increased in the eight-county region from 1969 to 1994. This analysis demonstrated the Minnesota's childhood cancer incidence patterns are similar to national patterns.